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south wind in this part of the Red Sea, and it is surprising how rough it can be at times. Well to the west of the steam-lane between Suez and Aden, there is a long narrow abyss running parallel with the coast where the water suddenly deepens by a thousand fathoms or more. So high a sea runs here at this time of year that even large steamers have to " tack " across to avoid bringing it abeam.
The Consul's household servants had not arrived when we reached Hodeidah, so we messed at first with the Italian Consul-General. The British and Italian Consulates are in one block. The hero of the sambook affair was kindness and hospitality itself. Conversant with many languages, he is a profound Arabic scholar, with a wide knowledge of the literature. We were interested to hear his candid opinion of the late Mutassarif, which coincided with my own, and I not long afterwards found myself in entire agreement with him on the subject of that "bad man," as he called him, Mohammed Ali Pasha, Vali of the Yemen.
The Consul lost no time in tackling the local authorities on the subject of my proposed journey, and asked them, by way of a start, what they meant by putting it about that I was a spy. It was not the intention of our benign Government, so he expressed it, that any of its subjects should be taken for spies. Of course it was denied most emphatically that any such suspicion had so much as crossed their minds. Their only desire was to aid me in every possible way ; but as for the journey, what with the disturbed state of the country, the dangerous roads, and so on, it was not desirable that foreign subjects should go up to Sanaa.
This is the usual formula, and means nothing as a rule. It so happened that the Consul had just come across a communique to the press by the Grand Vizier, to the effect that perfect peace reigned in the Yemen.
However, as there was no hurry, we agreed to wait till after the festivities which take place at the time of the pilgrimage had been concluded, before pushing the matter further.
I decided to go to Aden for a few days to get some things I wanted, a servant among them. I wished, also,